OUR DASA PORWAD SAMAJ

(NANDURBAR & MUMBAI)

In India, the chain of Satpuda Mountains passed
through the states of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Gujarat. Along with the Satpuda Mountains, here
flows the pure and divine waters of rivers Narmada
and Tapi. Nandurbar the town —is an ancient historic
town placed on the borders of Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh, but geographically situated in Maharashtra.
The Moghuls ruled from AD 1556 to 1806, during
which period there was a shepherd called Nand who sold milkin this region. He was later known

as Nand Raja (the king) because he later went on to win the war against Mughals. From his
name was the town renamed as Nand Nagari. The king Nand used to hold his court (the darbar),
and hence with time it started being called Nand-Durbar, which colloquially translated to being

called 'Nandurbar'.

In AD 1601 Rang Mahal was built in Nandurbar
which is situated in Desaipura. It is said that during the
times of Nand Raja there was a golden swing in a well-
Known -Rang Mahal. As per the king's demand, the
swing was pulled out of the well and was used as his
throne to hold his court. After his death, the swing has
never been drawn out and currently the well is kept

inaccessible for people. But the well and the swing very
much still exist. (The popular opinion — may be
superstition) isthatin order to redraw the swing you need the sacrifice of nine couples, hence
the decision of keepingitinaccessible.) The Moghuls have created a secret underground tunnel
from Rang Mahal to the temples of Peer Baba and Wageshwari Mata.
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Rang Mahal had been passed over as a Jagir (co ownership) to the Desai's by the
Moghuls. Nearly 21 generations of Desai's and Mehta's have lived and prospered in Rang
Mahal. This 500 year old monument is the pride of Nandurbar even today. It is also said that
the credit of the growth and prosperity of this town goes to the Desai's as they were the
farmers as well as the moneylenders. Nandurbar Dhulia Jalgaon and other such towns were
and are even today known as 'Khandesh'towns.

From AD 1556 to 1806 various Moghul kings like Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Shah
Alam had granted administrative rights to Jagirdars to collect Revenue from Citizen &
deposit the same to the Treasury of respective Kings, Jagirdars would be suitably
compensated by awarding suitable piece of Lands subsequently Money Lending was also
one of business activities of the Desai family. Amongst The Desai family members who
were originally from Porbandar, were recognised as Mehtas in the main regions of Gujarat
and Kutch. They called outsiders from Madhya Pradesh (Pardeshi) to protect them, hence
Nandurbaris known to have been authorities of Moghuls, Christians and Desais. Nandurbar
shares its borders with Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat, so here you will find people speaking
Marathi, Gujarati and even Hindiin large numbers.

Nandurbar was also famous as a business centre. Surat, Nandurbar and Burhanpur
were famous for farming and textile industries. During this period the first railway line
connecting Surat- Bhusawal was built which passed through Nandurbar. Gujaratis,
Brahmins, Jains and Marathas visited Nandurbar frequently. The Currently settled Porward
Vaishnavs had come from Malpur, Sindkheda, Nardana, Dondaicha and Shahdha for

business and educational purpose. Nandurbar was even famous for being active in the
freedom fight. People also participated in '‘Bharat Chhodo Andolan' |WwEEFES. St s
(Quit India movement) of 1941. In 1942, five (5) young children had - o
joined this movement headed by Mahatma Gandhi, Shree Sirish | &
Kumar Mehta and his fellow mates had given a tough fight to the
British Government. They sacrificed their lives for the motherland
and took bullets straight to their chest and gained martyrdom. (g
Because of them the name of Nandurbar is still alive in the history of
India's freedom movement. Their names are marked in Hutatma

Smarak which is kept intact till date. It is because of them that &%
Nandurbar was blessed by the visits of great leaders such as Mahatma 2
Gandhi, Sane Guruji,and Shree Babasaheb Ambedkar.

Nandurbar has a very famous Ganesh Temple of ShreeDand B
Paneshwar since time immemorial which is also mentioned in the

biography of Shivaji Maharaj. Two Loyal commanders of Shivaji
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Maharaj, Shree Santaji and Shree Dhanaji Ghorpade have conducted rituals to make this
land holy and auspicious. Similarly, Shree Ram Mandir, Shree Vagheswari Mata Mandir,
ShreeKhodiyaar Mata, Shir Motha Ganpati Mandir are all centuries old and worth visiting.
On 26" April 1917, (Vaishakh Sud Treej /Akhatree;j
of the Hindu calendar), the first haveli of Balkrishnalalji
(Mota Mandir) was established in Nandurbar. In which the

avatar of Thakoreji is visible on the crown of Shree 108

Shree Goswami Prabhuji Shree Madhusudhanlalji
Maharaj. The Swarup (idol) has been gifted by Rani Vahuji
Shree Harkisandas and installed and placed by 108 Shree
Goswami Shree Vrajratnalalji Maganlalji -
Maharajshree (Surat). In AD 1927 Balkrishna Haveli : S T
(Nanu Mandir) was established. The idol was placed by ; r:j'- ' '_ ¢ SRS
Shreel108 Goswami Shree Purshottamlalji Maharaj 2 1
from Mumbai. After that
on 11'" April 2016
Pushitdham Haveli was

4| established in place of the old Baithakji which was 150 years

/| old by Shree 108 Vrajraj Maharaj Shri. This temple hold the
idols of Shrinathji, ShreeMahaprabhuji and ShreeYamuna
L | Maharaniji. At present, in all three havelis, vaishanv worshipers

are able to have All Darshan at specific seven timings (sama)

in the day. Every festivity is celebrated with the highest
enthusiasm here.

In AD 1938 the banquet of Govindwadi was made by the
service and co-operation of all Porward Viashnavs of
Nandurbar including a few donors including the Major Donor
Late Shri Govindas Kishordas Shah. The first chairman of this
|| organization was late Shree Premshankar (Mota Kaka)

Shivshankar Desai. Here every small or big occasions and social
gathering are held.

In AD 1961 June, for Guajarati students, Shrimati
Hiriben Govindas Shroff high school was established,

popularly known as S.H.G.S. high school. For the initial few
years, this school was run on the first floor of the
Govindwadi. Thereafter, the present building was built and |}
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all educational activities were carried out from the same building. The first President of
School was Late Shree Kanhaiyalal Manulal Malpurwala and the First Head Master of the
School was Late Shree Kumudchandra Gokuldas Shah. The students graduated from this
educational institute have eventually been posted at high ranking positions in the country
as well as all around the world. Currently more than 400 families residing in Mumbai
have theirroots in Nandurbar.

W H‘ﬁ? With the support and involvementof such families a

41 o D P e S5 community organization was formed in AD 1978 under the

[Ranauy ag, Binm "I"I

PO o e 6 ¢ Leadership of the most active members of our society who laid
e ik the successful foundation of its constitution. Some of them are
Late Shree Narendrabhai Narottamdas Shah, Late. Shree
Vitthaldas Narottamdas Shah, Late. Mr. Madanlal Gulabdas
Shah (CA), Late Dr. Shantilal Chhaganlal Gujarati, and still
active members like Mr Shankarlal Bechardas Shah, Mr
Gunwantbhai Kamallal Shah (CA) etc. They have made
invaluable contribution in organizing the convention of the

society during the period of 1978 to 1995. During such period
One Day Samaj Picnics were arranged at National Park - Borivali, Picnic Point, Aarey Park,
Goregaon (Aarey Colony), Vihar Lake - Powai etc. These used to be fun filled events. On

such a fun days, the the famous Nandurbar khichadi—Main [ 3 )
Menu—usedtobea majorattraction for picnickers. Since last 5
many years organization has been successfully organizing \25:93&
various programs including major ones being --- mw,.mﬂf;

Mahaprabhuji's Praktyotsav in April- May and Sneh

YEAR
Sammelan after Diwali. Apart from this, the biggest 2018-20

contribution of the gathering of the members of our unregistered society is
the 25th (Silver Jubilee) year (1978 -2003) during which
MEMBERS' COMPENDIUM 2003-4 was published (309 Pages,
More than 625 Members all over India & 75 Members in Foreign

—

Countries all over the World.

Another mile stone was achieved in 1995 when
the unregistred organization was Registred
under the guidance of the then Charity
Commissioner of State of Maharashtra - Shree

Kamalshankar Mohanlal Desai (Retd. Charity
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Commissioner, Maharashtra) and under the leadership of late Shree Narendrabhai
Narottamdas Shah as "SHREE DASA PORWAD VAISHNAV SAMAJ (NANDURBAR),
MUMBAI". They laid a very important foundation for society. The Trust's Silver Jubilee
was celebrated on grand scale on November 24, 2019 in Mumbai. The current Managing
Committee Members details are available onthe society's website.

“Namaste sada vatsalya matrubhumi “
“Hey param vatsalya matrubhumi- Nandarbar | bow to you constantly”.

N - Daily Vaishnavism of Nandarbar

A - Ashtakshara mantra rosary (1 time Shree Krishna Sharan Mumah)
N - Nitya Niyam Shriji's Darshan (going to the temple every day)

D - Dandvat Pranam (bowing down to Shreeji, Parents, Guru)

U - Utsav (Celebrating Hardin Utsav, 5 days for devotee alike)

R - Rajbhog Prabhu (Sacrifice to Shreeji daily)

B - Bramhasambandh (Remembering Shreeji everyday)

A - Aarti (Chanting / Worshiping Yamuna Maharani)

R - Ratra (Doing Bhajan Satsang)

Note:

1. The above information has been collected on the basis of conversations and feedback with many
members of the society. That is, we do not claim that all of the above information is error-free or complete

inany sense. Thisis asmall attemptto know more about our birthplace - Karmabhoomi Nandarbar.

2. If anyone wants to add an update, please mail it to the society's mail id and it will be included in the next

updated version.
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